TICKS WANTED

Unengorged FEMALE* paralysis ticks
wanted, $3.00 each.

Deliver to Lismore Vet Clinic
22 Uralba St, Lismore Ph: 6622-0033
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A full

by Kim Bevan,
Practice Manager

ctober was a
challenging month
at the medical

centre with appointments
being as scarce as hen’s teeth.
‘This situation was the
result of losing a doctor on
very short notice due to
his constant struggle with
the travelling, His sudden
departure clashed with the
planned leave of Dr Collins.
We know the shortage of
appointments caused some
concern in the community.
As usual though, the whole
medical centre family pulled
together and with your
patience and flexibility, made

extraordinary things happen.

We are all relieved to be
moving into November!

By the end of this month
we will have a full house of
doctors, all of who live in the
Northern Rivers region.

Having faced the
challenges of periodic border

closures locking our doctors

house of doctors

out over the past couple of
years, we have all seen a real
example of the importance of
locally-based doctors.

We have been blessed for
over five years to have our
Queensland-based doctors.
Without them, we surely
would have closed.

The efforts extended by our
travelling doctors over the
years, especially during the
Covid disruptions and the
flood, has been nothing short

of extraordinary, and we are
very grateful to them all.

From eatly December Dr
Collins plans to do some
long-awaited travelling. He
will continue his relationship
with the medical centre and
the Nimbin community, but
on a more casual basis.

We are excited to be
going into 2023 with five
doctors who all live in the
community, who share the
values of the community,

and being local aim to
provide the continuity the
community has so often
asked for.

From this point, we expect
to have ample appointments
available to existing and new
patients. Even Saturday and
Sunday appointments will be
a fairly regular option.

Our group of doctors each
come with their own special
interests, which include (but
are not limited to) women'’s
health, men’s health,
Aboriginal health, skin
cancer treatment, medicinal
cannabis, integrative
medicine, and overall
wellbeing.

As has always been the
case, many of our GPs will
provide medical services
to the Nimbin Hospital
Emergency Department on a
rotational roster.

The amazing admin angels
are always happy to answer
your questions and if you
have any particular concerns
they will point you in the
right direction.

Playing politics with public toilets

by Sue Edmonds

Bloomwell OT

Paediatric Occupational Therapy

-ﬁ.

Supporting Children to improve skills in:
Fine & Gross Motor, Cognitive,
Emotional, Social skills,
and Evidence-based Pretend Play.

Jane Ganser — Bach Occ. Therapy,
Mobile: 0428 422 346
Web: www.bloomwell.com.au
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he United Nations
declared 19th
November World

Toilet Day — the official day
to ponder toilets, appreciate
toilets, and recognise the
serious health problems that
arise with inadequate public
toilets.

Unfortunately the Nimbin
community can't celebrate
this day because we still don't
have one in Peace Park.

The Lismore City Council
has at last weighed in on
the toilet issue for Peace
Park. They have come in as
featherweight, easily blown
away.

Councillor Adam Guise
proposed a motion to
actively seek funding for
a toilet block at the last
Council meeting on Tuesday
11th October. This was in
addition to Janelle Safin’s
commitment to apply to
the NSW Government for
funding,

Councillor Rob amended
this motion, excluding the
need for the Council to make
any application. It passed,
despite the explanation
from Councillor Ekins, that
any submission for funding
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doubles the chance of success  neglect. seats, close to the children’s
when supported by two One of the new councillors  playground, outdoor exercise
bodies. asked why has it taken equipment and skate park.

Cr Rob argued that because
Janelle Safin represents
the Labor Party in NSW
Parliament, and Adam Guise
is an endorsed candidate for
the Green Party, the Council
would be taking sides.

Looks like anything can
be turned into a political
football and kicked around,
until lost in the mud.

It’s not a Labor vs Greens
issue, it’s a Lismore City
Council issue arising from

so long for the council to
consider the problem, then
voted against the Council
seeking funding. She was
happy for Janelle to apply,
but not the Council, as were
another five councillors.

To clarify the location,
Scott Turner, Assets
Manager, explained it should
be positioned to service the
pool, accessible from inside
and outside in the park,
therefore near the BBQ and

It’s hardly radical stuff,
a toilet block in a park.
But there is hesitation,
obscuration, twists and
spurious allegations.

The wheels of progress are
turning slowly, thanks to the
four Councillors, Vanessa,
Elly, Datlene and Adam,
who unconditionally support
Nimbin’s need for some
facilities with positive action.

Watch this space for more
news from the outhouse.

Nimbin Bush Theatre Cafe
Now Serving Breakfast
Open 7 days 9am-3pm

Phone 6689 1111
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Community Care Teams and local
emergency radio network launched

by Cerise

he Nimbin Disaster Resilience

Group (NDRG) has been

working hard not only to assist
the community in recovering from the
2022 floods but also to prepare for the
disaster events that we are inevitably
going to be experiencing with more
frequency and severity in the future.

A huge thanks to the tireless efforts
of all members of the Nimbin Disaster
Resilience Group and to all members of
the Nimbin Emergency Radio Network
for your dedication to the project and
the many winter nights spent standing
outside performing radio tests.

We are very proud to finally share the
details of Nimbin Emergency Radio
Network and announce that we have
received funding to roll out the much
anticipated Community Care Team
project.

If you missed our Q&A sessions at
the Nimbin Community Disaster Plan
launch and workshop day in October at
the Nimbin Bowling Club, you might be
wondering what we are talking about.
Let me explain:

What is the Nimbin Emergency
Radio Network?

The Nimbin Emergency Radio Network
has been developed to provide an effective
way for residents of the Nimbin Valley

to contact response personnel when their
region becomes geographically isolated
and phone services are lost.

Community members in strategic
locations were invited to become radio
holders in early 2022 and have been
provided with equipment and training,
The role of the radio holder is to access
000 emergency services as needed,
request necessary items and services
(food, water, medical supplies etc) and to
provide information to response agencies
as needed.

The project essentially divides the
Nimbin Valley into 14 localities (see map)
and aims to ensure that there is at least
one trained radio holder in each locality
at all times. Additionally, Nimbin town
is equipped with a radio “base”, to receive
transmissions from radio holders and
relay them to relevant response personnel
during a disaster event.

The network is tested monthly to
ensure everything is working as it should
be, and our wonderful radio holders
continue to develop their skills and
training on an ongoing basis.

I have my own CB radio, can

I join the Nimbin Emergency
Radio Network?

Due to the nature of citizen band radio,
it is essential that our network remains

- ..:- -
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relatively small to be effectively used in
emergency situations.

Once a channel is public, anybody,
anywhere can listen to transmissions,
and as an emergency network we need to
be able to share information which may
be personal in nature, for example if you
are having a stroke and trying to call for
an ambulance, you don't want everybody
to be able to pick up the phone and listen
to your 000 call.

It is also essential that in disaster
events, response personnel can rely
on trusted information sources to
effectively distribute resources. A prank
call that gets a helicopter sent out to
the hills for no reason can cost lives and
extraordinary amounts of resources.

For our network to effectively serve
our community in times of crisis we have
decided to remain a private network.

However, we are still looking to recruit
additional radio holders for the following
regions: Stony Chute, Mountain Top,
Blue Knob, Lillian Rock, Jiggi Valley and
Tuntable Falls Road (Lower)/ Kirkland
Road. If you are based in these localities
and are interested in becoming part of
our team, please get in touch.

What are the Community Care
Teams?

We are so excited to finally roll out the
much-anticipated Community Care

Team (CCT) project!

The aim of the project is to
ensure that all members of
our community are quickly
accounted for in a disaster,
and that everyone has a way to
access help when their region
becomes isolated and phone
services are lost.

We aim to recruit at least
six community members in
each locality of Nimbin (see
map) to form CCT, more may
be needed in larger localities.
CCTs will be trained in the
knowledge and skills necessary to safely
carry out welfare checks and identify
needs within their communities when
their locality becomes isolated.

Training will include first aid,
psychological first aid, trauma informed
communication, confidentiality
protocols, identifying skills and resources
within your locality, identifying likely
disaster impacts in your region and
more.

Community Care Teams will work
in partnership with the radio holders
to communicate with local response
agencies. The project also aims to hold
regular community engagement events
in each locality to strengthen community
connections, as we have learned, knowing
your community is the most important
thing in a disaster event!

We would love to hear from anyone
interested in joining a Community Care
Team in their region.

Revised Nimbin Disaster Plan
The revised Nimbin Disaster Plan which
includes the new Community Response
and Recovery Plan can be viewed on the
Nimbin Neighbourhood Centre website.

We are currently seeking responses to
the plan through the on-line feedback
and input form on the website, open
until Monday 14th November.

To get in touch, please contact:
ndrproject@nnic.org.au or call 6689-1692.

Save Money with So :
Power Prices Rise by 18% This Year We are your off grid solar experts
and Predicted to Rise 56% in 2023!

With the demise of small retailers like Enova, the

electricity market is in chaos as the wholesale price is
skyrocketing out of control. The federal budget is " .
forecasting a 56 per cent increase in electricity prices and Test Drive a Nissan Leaf EV!
a 44 per cent increase in gas prices in the next 18 months.

Electricity retailers are in a price squeeze and have

HARDY
ELECTRICAL
& SOLAR

YOUR LOCAL SOLAR SPECIALIST!

e Solar = Maintenance ¢ Batteries

1300 748 948

Kl hardysolar.com.au

I love working with our
community to make
adifference.

Janelle Saffin MP

MEMBER FOR LISMORE

14 Camvimginn Stret PO BOX 53], Linmors MW 2480
bt barierLeww g au
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Crystals &
quality opals

Ph: 0490 085 693

NIMBIN &
SURROUNDS

RING BEN'S PAINTING:

0409 352 102,

ar & Batteries Now!
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victron energy

We have 30 & 40 kWh
cars at half the new price.

slashed the amount they pay for your excess solar, now
paying zero - 10c per kWh, down from the 21c we were
paid in 2020. Unless you have solar and batteries you are
facing serious increases in energy costs.

888 Solar Tek have installed hundreds of solar battery
systemns in the Northern Rivers in the last 8 years and can
help you with great deals on the most reliable and long
lasting solar batteries in Australia.

888 Licwe 33mmsc s o~
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e
Ph 02 6688 4480 C?‘I)I” Free on-site

www.B888solartek.com.au  consultation
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Live Your Dreams
Powered by the Sun
Shine Golden!

SOLAR
FREEDOM

Vincent Selleck

The Best Technology in Solar Power,
Off Grid, Residential & Business

www.nimbingoodtimes.com
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Relax, unwind and stargaze
Contained In Nimbin Accommodation offers two
modern and comfortable cottages in a peaceful
location just 3kms from Nimbin at 289 Crofton Road.
Contained In Nimbin is a Quality Tourism and
Sustainable Tourism Accredited Business.
Info and Bookings: www.containedinnimbin.com.au

Sunsparks Electrics

Solar ‘pmm Professionals

epPPazg

Design, sale and installation
of solar power systems
16 years specialisation in renewables,
grid connect or stand alone power systems

Shannon Lacy
Tone 6679 7167 or wislide 0418 228 117

sunsparhselectrics@gmail.com

www.sun.rpar.ﬁs.cnm. L
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A= SNimbin Plumbing & Gas

Lic. No. L5971

Supply — Installation — Service — Roofing

Ashley Knights

Phone 0414-664-664
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" Waste water services
Clivus Multrum and Nature Loo Compost Toilets
Council Septic Reports
Installation Servicingand Repairs

0427 897 496 www.poohsolutions.com

NI BN BUILDING
BATERIALS

OPEN Mon-Fri 8am-4pm
Saturday 8am-12 noon.
50 Gungas Road Nimbin NSW 2480

Ph: 6689-1206

sales@nimbinbuildingmaterials.com.au

We have a new nursery!

Food, Natives, Flowers and more

www.nimbinbuildingmaterials.com.au

by John Jiggens

In his first public speech since Attorney-
General Mark Dreyfus discontinued

his long-running prosecution, Canberra
lawyer and former ACT Attorney-
General Bernard Collaery addressed the
Queensland Council of Civil Liberties
(QCCL) on 5th October, demanding a
Royal Commission into the affair.

The roots of Collaery’s prosecution date
back two decades to Dili in 2004 when
an employee of the Australian Secret
Intelligence Service (ASIS), identified
only as Witness K, oversaw bugging
operations in Timor-Leste ordered by
the then Australian Government to
gain a commercial advantage during
negotiations with the East Timorese over
oil and gas reserves in the Timor Sea that
promised enormous profits.

Australia’s underhanded duplicity
might have remained hidden had it not
been for Witness K, a senior intelligence
officer who felt deeply uncomfortable
about the operation. Witness K’s disquiet
became significantly amplified in 2008
when Alexander Downer, the former
long-serving Minister for Foreign Affairs,
which oversees ASIS, retired from politics
and took up a lucrative consultancy with
Woodside Petroleum, which led the
consortium that was awarded the contract
to develop the oil fields.

Witness K approached the intelligence
watchdog, the Inspector General of
Intelligence and Security (IGIS) about
his concerns and obtained permission
to talk to an approved lawyer, Bernard
Collaery, a prominent barrister
experienced in security matters.

Collaery, who had previously acted
as an advisor to the Timor-Leste
resistance, told the audience about his
indignation when Witness K informed
him about the treacherous behaviour of
the Department of Foreign Affairs and
Trade (DFAT).

“After years and years of assisting the
Timorese resistance, and working with
the leader of the resistance Shanana
Gusmao, and developing what I could
in terms of trust ... to have Witness K
come to my office and tell me something
so marked with treachery, words still fail
me,” said Collaery.

“So marked with treachery... so
immoral... so unethical... but worse
still, so counter to all of our national
interests! This was putting 30 pieces of

Bernard Co"aery

silver — money for corporate mates! —
ahead of our interest in ensuring that we
develop good relations with the Timorese
and outplay those others who were
interested, particularly China/

As Collaery and his team investigated,
he stumbled upon another enormous
scandal. Because of the unusual
wording of the agreement, billions of
dollars of the rare element helium were
given away for free to two companies,
ConocoPhillips and Woodside.

When Timor-Leste took its case to
the Permanent Court of Arbitration
in The Hague, declaring that it wished
to withdraw from existing treaty
commitments with Australia because of
their bad faith behaviour, ASIO, which
is also run by DFAT, and the federal
police raided Collaery’s offices and seized
a draft of Witness K’s afhdavit and
Collaery’s legal advice on Timor-Leste’s
entitlements and its strategy for the court
proceedings. Australia also cancelled
Witness K's passport to prevent him
travelling to The Hague to testify for
Timor-Leste.

In 2018 Attorney-General Christian
Porter made the decision to charge
Collaery and Witness K under the
National Security Information Act
(NSI Act) with unlawfully disclosing
information about the ASIS mission in
Timor-Leste.

“It never entered our heads that a law
being introduced to deal with terrorism,
actually would be employed against
us first,” said Collaery. “I am the only
person to be prosecuted under that

,\ oomﬁmgn IN NIMBIN The trials of Bernard Collaery

legislation to have been treated to the full
measure of it.”

The provisions of the NSI Act allow
what is called judge-only evidence,
evidence that neither an accused nor
their lawyers can see. On numerous
occasions over the four years of his
prosecution, Collaery and his lawyers
had to leave the courtroom so secret
evidence about him could be given to the
judge.

On what moral basis, Collaery
asked, do Australian complaints about
secret trials of Australians in Iran and
China have weight, when the same
thing happens here? Witness K was
similarly charged and convicted in a
secret trial, while David McBride, who
blew the whistle on SAS war crimes in
Afghanistan, is currently undergoing his
secret trial. These cases are comparable
to Julian Assange’s where national
security laws are misused to prosecute
whistle-blowers and protect the guilty.

In a devastating development for
whistleblower David McBride, his claim
to access Australia’s whistleblower
protection laws failed when the Federal
Government claimed public interest
immunity. He now faces the prospect of
50 years in prison. A GetUp petition is
at: https://getup.to/ KEPK4FP2rFNE3sG

Collaery called for a review of the NSI
Act and demanded a Royal Commission
to investigate the bugging of the Timor-
Leste Government in 2004.

What happened in Dili is the greatest
scandal in the history of ASIS. It exposes
how damaging the blowback from covert
actions can be, an important lesson that
the covert cowboys of ASIS seem in no
hurry to learn.

Powerful forces will oppose Collaery’s
call for a Royal Commission. Those
who approved the Dili bugging are
enormously influential.

Did Alexander Downer authorise
the bugging without the approval of
Cabinet’s National Security Committee,
composed of Prime Minister John
Howard, Deputy Prime Minister John
Anderson, Treasurer Peter Costello,
Attorney-General Phillip Ruddock,
and Immigration Minister Amanda
Vanstone?

The LNP Government wasted four
years and millions of dollars prosecuting
Bernard Collaery and Witness K. It's
time the mates who trashed Australia’s
reputation faced the consequences.

Towards Nimbin Aquarius 50th anniversary

by Benny Zable, president
NAFI

t has been a busy

Imonth for me coming

back to Nimbin. The
preparation towards Nimbin
Aquarius 50th is gaining
momentum.

I was pleased to make
it back from overseas for
the Nimbin Aquarius
Foundation Inc (NAFI)
meeting and catching up with
Johnny Allen.

It was also straight back
with preparations for the
Mount Nardi blockade
exhibition.

Greg Bork prepared a
wonderful display of photos
and media clippings in the
foyer of the Nimbin Hall.

The exhibition ran from
Monday 17th October to
Saturday 22nd culminating
with a star-studded Saturday

night concert prepared, over
the year, by Sophia Hoeben.
Paul Paitson made a
backdrop for the stage of
a bulldozer trapped in the
roots of a rainforest tree.
The line-up of artists
included Winiata, Lisa
Yeates and Soozah Clarke,
John Seed with his son River
and the grand finale featuring
Missus Hippy and the
Lovehandles, to name a few.
Both events went off
beyond our expectations.
There are so many people to

thank in making this show
one of my best experiences
attending gigs in this hall.
The next day, on Sunday
afternoon, the Nimbin Bush
Theatre screened the new
doco on the Franklin River,
‘Franklin’ (first time seeing it).
Tloved the way the
filmmakers developed the
script and showed off the
cinematic beauty of the
Franklin Gordon up-river in
South West Tasmania.
Because of flood warnings
during the screening, many
stayed away or left. There
will be more screenings in the
future. Watch this space.
Nimbin Chamber of
Commerce president David
Hyett is holding weekly
meetings on Tuesdays,
12.30pm at the Nimbin Bush
Theatre for those interested
in contributing to the
planning and preparation for

Nimbin Aquarius 50th.

NAFTI has representatives
attending those meetings.

“Nimbin Aquarius
Foundation Inc acts as an
umbrella organisation to
facilitate Aquarius Festival
anniversaries and has done
so since the 20th anniversary
in 1993. The Aquarius
Foundation operates as
an information, ideas and
energies exchange network
fostering the Spirit of
Aquarius.”

Please note: Nimbin
Aquarius Foundation Inc is
holding its Annual General
Meeting on Friday 18th
November in the Community
Centre Comskool room at
3.30pm.

May the longtime sun shine
upon you, all love surround
you, and the pure light within
you guide your way on...
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Johnny Allen returns for Aquarius soth planning

foundation inc

by Jenny Cornish
and Jeni Kendell

n 21st October,
the Aquarius
50th Organising

Committee put on a last-
minute welcome back to
Nimbin for Johnny Allen, one
of the original organisers of
the 1973 Nimbin Aquarius
Festival.

Johnny Allen AM is a
seminal figure in alternative
arts and culture in Australia.
A recognised pioneer of the
event industry, he is often
referred to as ‘the Father of
Events. Indeed, he is the lead
author of the standard text
Festivals and Special Event
Management, published by
Wileys, now in its 7th edition.

He started the radical
theatre group Cabaret
Conspiracy with Michael
Murray in the 1970s and
proceeded to tour many
activists such as Ralph Nader
and Ron Cobb. More recently
he has managed events at
Darling Harbour and has
taught event management all
over the world.

Johnny Allen, Graeme
Dunstan, Benny Zable and
Katie Cawcutt were joined
by about 50 people, with ten
of those having been at the
original Aquarius Festival,
and spoke of their hopes and
dreams and lived experiences
since the 1973 event.

The talking stick was passed
and struck to focus us on the
wonderful thoughts and ideas
from the circle.

We put on a delicious
dinner and people established
bonds and connections and
reconnections on subjects of
mutual interest that will help
to the evolving program of
events now taking meaningful
shape.

And with more social events
like this, and help from those
who know how this all works,
we are starting to reach out
to people of all ages and get
them to discover along with
us that this gathering could
be a fantastic meeting of
minds and hearts from all
over this planet to endorse
our direction, to share our
ideas, put forward new ones
and to reinvigorate ourselves
and our town.

Town Hall meeting 12th
October
With Benny Zable’s Aquarius
banners, Annie’s vegan dips
with rose petals and veggie
soup, Gilly’s brownies and
some music by Dave Davies
and Mira, we put out a
random number of chairs in
a circle in the Nimbin Town
Hall on the 12th of October
for our meeting about
next year’s Aquarius 50th
Anniversary Gathering,

As the Hall filled it was

cosmic indeed that the exact

number of seats put out

were filled. We had a list of
ideas on a white board: First
Nations, Environment and
Gaia, Youth, Health and
Healing, Life, Death and
Everything, Community, Art
is Life and Life is Art, and a
list of possible special events
for consideration and funding,

We had surveys, paper to
write their name, interests,
skills and contact details and
butcher’s paper to write down
ideas. We welcomed people
and honoured both our First
Nations friends, and Katie
and Benny who have run the
Nimbin Aquarius Foundation
Inc for more than half their
lives.

Biko arrived saying Mandie
Hale was interested in the
youth program and involving
Children of Aquarius and
that there are ideas from the
Tuntable Falls Community to
possibly have a visitors’ camp
and to host some events.

Dave Hyett gave an idea
of our visions and goals, and
Graeme Dunstan said one
part of the original “Aquarius
Festival 1973 manifesto” was
that everyone should be heard!
Hope so, we all thought.

Benny confirmed that
Phillippe Petit, the famous
high-wire artist will come
and the American musician
and magic maker, Fantuzzi,
much loved in Nimbin, will
come if his airfare is paid.
The folk who had come from
Black Sheep Farm offered to
accommodate him.

Graeme spoke of
storytelling campfires at the
Showground where most will
camp, and of theatre, which
would honour those who have
passed. Black Diamond said
we should have a special camp
for the First Nations peoples
and story-telling grounds for
men and women. Biko talked
about the idea of a fixed
camera recording stories from
anyone wanting to do so.

Peter Derrett took photos of
the evening and talked about
his plans to reprint and frame
his 73 Aquarius Festival’
photographs for display —
around 50 in all!

Paul Tait spoke of our film
idea to digitise the original
16mm footage from Nearly
Normal Nimbin — all 40 hours
of interviews, and put them
onto T'Vs with headphones

for people to select and view.

I

The ‘Rainbow Archive’ at the
State Library of NSW are
helping us with the project.

We could also aim to put
all Aquarius archives on-line,
and Jonathon Carter offered
to help with this.

We discussed funding and
there are various ideas from
going for Federal and State
grants and LCC funding
and seeing if Janelle Saffin
could help us. Also a funding
model similar to the Byron
Bay Writers Festival where an
individual or company could
sponsor part of the program
with acknowledgement to
them.

Another idea from Jen
Cornish was for individuals
to sponsor wildcard people
to come and react with the
gathering and the slogan:
“You are the festival”,

We talked of electric
transport to bus people
around the venues and region,
and workshops we could
do on alternative building
materials and structures,
coffin building, instrument
making, weave and mend,
homeopathic first aid and
learning forest protest songs,
to name a few possibilities.

We broke into groups to
discuss individual ideas and
then regrouped to share and
finish the night.

The ideas ranged from
Andrew from Rainbow
Power, offering their support,
to cultural trips, community
arts projects, city and social
housing redesign, zero
rubbish, learning exchange,
open gardens, youth back to
the land, forest protection,
having organic clean food,
homebirth, changing
relationships and more!

We were awestruck by who
was in the room and what
they may contribute. It was
a precious night filled with
people who want to teach and
learn, honour and create!

Maybe the new revolution of
renewal is here in our hands.
We will have other similar
events again soon and all are
welcome. The dream lives...

Contact Details

Email: aquarius50th@gmail.
com

EB: Nimbin Aquarius 50th
Anniversary, May 12-23, 2023
GoFundMe: www.gofundme.
com/f/nimbin-aquarius-turns-
50-may-1223-2023

Part of the welcome back to Johnny Allen
Inset: Johnny Allen and Graeme Dunstan

Photos: Peter Derrett

50th astrology reading
As we prepare for next year’s
Aquarius 50th Anniversary
it seemed appropriate to
seek some astrological
guidance about the timing
of the anniversary gathering
so that we can be aware and
modify our attitude and
approach to the awakening
event that is being created.

The wonderfully articulate
astrologer from the Nimbin
GoodTimes, Tina Mews,
has provided us with some
details for the time planned.
Thank you Tina!

At midday on 12th May
2023, the Moon will be in
Aquarius, Jupiter will align
with Mars and the Moon
will be in the 7th house.
Sun, of course, will be in
Taurus as it is May.

Sounds like the song
‘Aquarius’ by the Fifth
Dimension from the musical
Hair. It was the time and
again it is returning, It is for
our time again 50 years on.

Aquarius brings with it
the energies of openness and
awakening, consciousness-
raising and allowing new
ideas to come in.

Uranus is a rebel planet
and rules Aquarius. It is
the father of archetypes and
ruler of revolution.

It is again a time for
revolution in ourselves, in
our lives and in the way we
interact with others in all
manners.

Not competing with each
other and our own inner
compulsions, but seeking
to work in alignment with
others and ourselves and
indeed Gaia.

Time to look anew at our
belief systems and see what
is working and what is not.

Venus will be in the 12th
House. She is a bit hidden
and is calling forth the
strong feminine in women
and in men.

A strong female voice can
bring in common sense and
groundedness.

It can provide courage
and determination, but
on the negative side it can
also bring out “my way “
as the only way. Female
energy also brings in the
artistic, sensual and creative
energies.

In summary, WE are the
people, NOW is the time
and NIMBIN is the place!
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at Nimbin Community Centre

Handcrafted, Retro, Recycled, Fair trade, Locally made
Pop-up Art Gallery, Workshops, Music, Fashion, Food,
& Family Fun! 8am- 3pm nimbinmarkets@gmail.com
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Enquiries: 6688-6433

LISMORE ORGANIC
MARKET

Lismore Showground

EVERY TUESDAY 7.30 - 11AM

Clean 9 Wholesome 9 Affordable

www.organicproducers.org.au
Ei©© lom@organicproducers.org.au

IMBIN ORGANIC

Fresh Certified Organic
=N & Local Spray Free Produce

Organic Groceries, Treats
& Speciality Foods

Member & Volunteer Discounts
Great Value in Organics

~ FACE THE MUSIC

www.nimbingoodtimes.com
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wiLUPA

Lawn & Garden

Mowing & Gardening
Small and Large Properties
Servicing the Northern Rivers
Call or text Tristan on 0410 819 075
©) f @lupalawnandgarden

MDA FEATURAE.
L Caskel)

20% off if U°Buy b4 u die...

Hvailatdo in ngl%;@ak &%qb?m

TRIBAL MAGIC

Alternative Department Store
SUMMER!S HERE! CHECK OUT OUR New STOCK

OX5at

Come and see what the Nimbin Spirit has created
74 Cullen St, Nimbin. Open: 10am - 6.30pm

52 Cullen Street

» Nimbin’s own Aquarius Loaf baked fresh daily

+ Sourdough bread and rolls including white
+ A range of spelt breads baked daily

* Huge range of pies and pastries, including
vegetarian varieties

« Salad rolls, sandwiches and hamburgers made
fresh all day

+ Quality Botero coffee served all day, every day
+ Loads of cakes, slices and treats
« Order your birthday and special occasion cakes

OPEN MONDAY-SATURDAY at 6am

Phone 6689 1769

- Tw W&
PLASTERIN NIMBIN

0427 891626

Gyprock walls and ceilings
New work or renovations

Lic. No. 100169C |

We are hiring!
NNIC is currently recruiting
for our pool of casual
relief staff to support our
community worker positions.
The (paid) positions are to
provide relief when staff are
on leave, or to enable us to
provide additional service
hours when demand is high.
Applicants MUST address
each of the selection criteria
set out at the end of the Job
Kit — which is available on
our website: www.nnic.org.
au Applications close 2nd
December.

Nimbin Recovery
Support Service
Nimbin Recovery Support
Service (RSS) is now up and
running, and offers disaster
recovery support for impacted
people in the Northern parts
of the Lismore LGA and
nearby parts of the Tweed
and Kyogle Shires.

The service offers a
dedicated support worker
to assist you through the
complex journey of disaster
recovery including support
with grant applications and

administration, linking with
key services, suppliers and
expert advice and housing
support and solutions.

You can register by email:
nimbinrss@nnic.org.au or call
or text 0488-144-647, or drop
by 7 Sibley Street, Monday-
Friday to sign up. The RSS
program is rolling out across
the Northern Rivers region -
we can help you find the right
RSS provider for you.

Nimbin Community
Disaster Plan

Thanks to everyone who came
along to the Bowlo to view the
revised plan or attended the
Community Care Team and
Emergency Radio Network
workshop on Saturday 29th

home and connect socially.

IOCG"Y based.

computers.

Nimbin Aged Care and Respite Services

We assist frail aged people, NDIS
participants and carers to stay living at

All NACRS support workers are
qualified, certified, experienced, police %
checked, Covid-Safe trained, insured and

SOCIAL CENTRE with Veranda — Monday-Friday 10am-

2pm. Drop in for a cuppa, access support services, info and

DEVICE ADVICE - Wednesdays 9.30am-1pm. Seniors can

book for assistance with phone, tablet or laptop issues.

SENIORS SOCIAL GROUPS — booking and fees apply

¢ Nimbin Tuesday Morning Tea, 10.30am-1pm. Tea/coffee,
conversation, music and snacks, weekly $5

® The Outsiders Group 1st and 3rd Thursday, 11am-2pm at
various rural cafes, self-funded plus donation to NACRS

® Wise Ones at Koonorigan Hall/Dunoon 4th Monday,
11.30am-1.30pm, bring a plate to share

® Bus Outings — 2nd and 4th Tuesday. Scenic drives, cafes for

morning tea & lunch (you pay), bookings essential, fees apply.

Phone 6689-1709 or visit NACRS at Bottlebrush Studio,
the rainbow building at Nimbin Community Centre.
www.nhacrs.com.au
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October.

If you were unable to attend,
there is still the opportunity
to provide your feedback and
input.

You can see the draft revised
plan on our website (click on
the Disaster tab), and there
is also a link to our online
feedback from there.

The final and complete
version of the Disaster Plan
will be published by the end
of November so be sure to get
your feedback in ASAP.

Community Care Team
To register your interest in
becoming part of the CCT,
please complete the EOI form
which can be downloaded
from our website (click on

the Disasters tab) and send it
back to us.

Community Xmas Lunch
Thursday 23rd December,
2022, Nimbin Town Hall.
Santa is planned to come
along with gifts for kids 12
and under. All welcome.
Come along and join in
the yummy Xmas lunch and
general merriment.
Absolutely FREE.
Absolutely not to be missed!

Xmas hampers and gifts
We are looking for donations
towards Xmas hampers

for families and gifts for
children. Donations of cash
are preferred, but we will
gratefully accept donations
of quality, new gift items
(especially for boys aged
between 5 and 12 years). No
second-hand items please.

Composting toilet

We are finally on the home
stretch folks. By the time this
edition of the NGT is out, we

will have walls, and the hemp
will have been installed at 7
Sibley Street.

Heartfelt thanks

NNIC would like to sincerely

thank the following for recent

funding provided to us to
allow us to maintain and
enhance our services and
support to the community
during the current financial
year:

+ NSW Government,
Department Communities
and Justice, or the one-
off NGO Flood Support
Program funding;

+ NSW Government,
Resilience NSW, for
funding the Nimbin
Recovery Support Service;

+ Northern Rivers
Community Foundation,
for funding the Nimbin
Disaster Resilience project;

+ Healthy North Coast
(North Coast Primary
Health Network), for
additional funding to
support Nimbin Integrated
Services (clinical mental

health/AOD service).
NNIC AGM

Our Annual General
Meeting will be held at our
premises on 71 Cullen Street,
Nimbin, on Wednesday 30th
November, 2022 at 5.30pm.
All current NNIC members

welcome,

Did you know?

NNIC is a registered DGR
charity, which means that
donations to our charitable
activities, or bequests in your
will, are tax deductible. Your
donations help us to help and
support our local community.

www.nnic.org.au

Child immunisation
0400.

Early childhood nurse

phone 6630-0400.

6688-1400 for appointment.

Wound clinic

By appointment, please phone 6630-

Every Tuesday. Baby checks, weighs,

post‘natal support. For appointments,

Women’s health nurse services
Confidential service, checks, advice,
general health information. Phone

Monday, Wednesday and Friday
from 8am. For self-referral, phone
6688-1433. Referrals also from
Nimbin Hospital and GP clinic.

Drug and alcohol counselling
services available

For an appointment, please contact
6620-7600. A trained professional
will ask you a few confidential
questions and will provide you with
an appointment time.

Nurse practitioner clinic
Diabetes clinics: third Thursday of
the month, next is 17th November.

Nimbin Hospital information

Nimbin NSP
Needle and Syringe
Program open Monday to Thursday.
Arrangements can be made to see a
Community Registered Nurse.

Community Registered Nurse

Monday to Friday, 8am-4.30pm.
Assessments, wound care, referrals,
advocacy, provision of palliative care
in the home, medication support.
Phone 6688-1433 — leave a message,

will return call swiftly.

Health advice line

Phone 1800-022-222 if you have a
health issue. 24-hour, seven days a
week, free service. A Registered Nurse
will assess whether you need to go to
an Emergency Department.

Nimbin Hospital Auxiliary
Monthly meetings are held
on the 1st Wednesday

of the month, 9.30am in
the CWA room. New

members are most welcome.
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IMBIN
& CVEONET NEWS

by Scott S|edge, preswdent

lot has been
happening with
planning for a more

sustainable future, The NSW

state Labor Party Conference

just concluded, with some
good resolutions, including

a process recommended to

reduce reliance on native

timber forestry and expand
plantation estates.

Jaden Harris, NSW
Convenor of the Labor
Environment Action
Network (LEAN), said after
the Conference that it was
very productive and included
resolutions to:

+ Legislate a ban on all single-
use plastics;

+ Plan a circular economy,
with a long-term goal of
zero waste to landfill or
incineration;

+ Reduce the NSW
government's public-sector
emissions to net-zero by
2030;

+ Scale hydrogen production
and ensure that all
hydrogen infrastructure is
green-hydrogen ready;

+ Re-commit to nuclear
power not being a climate
solution and to reject all
pro-nuclear motions; and

+ Adopt land clearing
laws capable of stopping
deforestation.

The Federal Labor

Government is not so

forward-facing, it would

seem. Speaking at a Forestry

Australia’s National

Symposium in Albury,

the Federal Minister for

Agriculture, Fisheries and

Forestry, Senator Murray

Watt stated, “The Federal

Government has recommitted

its support for the sustainable

management of the native
timber industry”, and
acknowledged the economic
importance of keeping people
employed in the industry in
country towns,

The Nature Conservation
Council of NSW has
criticised the Federal
Government for not taking
decisive action to protect
forests and wildlife by ruling
out the use of native forests
for electricity generation.

To reach the target of a
43% reduction in carbon
emissions levels by 2030,
(based on 2005 levels), Labor
will allow big industrial
polluters to buy carbon
credits from the $4.5 billion
Emissions Reduction Fund
instead of reducing their
emissions.

Nightcap blockade
anniversary

The environmental movement
has celebrated 40 years

since the Wran government
in NSW ordered a stop to
logging at Mt. Nardi.

GENIRE

Labor Environment Action Network
resolves to stop de-forestation

The anniversary was
celebrated at Nimbin during
the week ending 23rd
October (see report, Page 14).

Among the speakers,
NEFA president, Dailan
Pugh gave a summary of
all the areas protected as a
result of successful protest
actions, including the
historic 1982 NSW Cabinet
Rainforest Decision, creating
or expanding the Nightcap,
Border Ranges, Washpool,
Dorrigo, New England,
Werrikimbe and Barrington
Tops National Parks,
creating Mount Seaview and
Mt Hyland Nature Reserves,
and the Murray Scrub,
Sandy Creek and Cambridge

Plateau Flora Reserves.

Picnic at The Rocks

The Nature Conservation
Council (NCC) of NSW
encouraged communities to
gather for picnics to promote
environmental awareness.
Nimbin, Uki, Chillingham,
Byron Bay and Lismore were
among the 44 venues holding
such gatherings on Sunday
16th October.

NEC sponsored a picnic
on Widgabul-Wiabal land
with assistance from the
Ngulingah Land Council.

A welcome to country was
given by David Laurie, Karen
Roberts and Mark Roberts.
Ranger Gordon had the
native plants nursery open
for inspection and purchases.

Musicians Peter Walker
and Sophia Fletcher
entertained. About 45 people
came to enjoy the ambience.

The NCC reminds us that
we need to tell politicians
how much we care about
saving our environment.

To share ideas how to
influence the results of the
March 2023 NSW state
elections and to sign up for
information go to: www.
nature.org.au/electionsignup

Forest News

The “End Public Native
Forest Logging” e-petition
received 21,046 signatures
and was presented in the

NSW Legislative Assembly.

The topic was discussed and
debated in the Assembly in
Sydney on 15th September,
2022. No resolution was
proposed or adopted.

The state-owned Forestry
Corporation (FCNSW)
has stopped logging the
Cherry Tree State forest
due to a Court ruling on
a request for injunction
by Bundjalung native title
holders, which claim that the
forest around Mallanganee
is a vital corridor for wildlife
occupation and transit to
and from the lowland coastal
region and the Border Ranges
National Park. The FCNSW
has scheduled logging to
damage Myrtle State Forest
south of Casino between
January and May next year...
unless we can stop them.

Citizen scientists found
over 55 logging breaches by
FCNSW at Ellis State Forest.
NEFA calls for the NSW
EPA to issue an urgent Stop
Work order. For more info,
see ‘Real Law Breakers Must
Be Stopped’, at: www.nefa.org.
au/real_law_breakers_must_
be_stopped

Fridays4Forests visited
the offices of various federal
representatives, including
Labor’s Richmond MP,
Justine Elliot at South Tweed.
Justine was asked to add to
the community submissions
calling for the Renewable
Energy Act to be amended to
prevent government subsidies
going to burning of biomass
for energy production.

Concerned citizens made
submissions before the
21st October deadline to
the Federal Government
discussion paper asking for
native forest to be protected
from logging and for biomass
to be removed from the list
of “renewable resources” that
can attract Renewable Energy
Credits.

Presently many good
trees are being chipped and
shipped from the Americas
to the UK and Europe and
called “Green Energy,” despite
the use of wood as a fuel
being more carbon emission
intensive than coal!

Community Centre News

by Teresa Biscoe, co-ordinator

t’s hard to believe that we are already in
November and 2022 is almost at an end.
We are racing towards our AGM

(10th November, 5pm at Birth & Beyond),
finalising a few outstanding projects and
starting to work towards next year which is
already promising to be a significant one for
our village with the 50th anniversary of the
Nimbin Aquarius Festival to look forward to
in the early part of next year.

New tenants

We are excited to welcome three new tenants
to the Community Centre this month. Simon
Chmeilewski, who is opening an I'T support
business (New Era Tech) in the Casuarina
Building; Sally Flannery, who is opening a
Vintage and Quality clothing business (Worn
Better) in the Bark Hut Garage next door

to the Nimbin Aquarius Foundation; and
Mabhlie Bayles who has taken on refurbishing,
revitalising and re-opening the Aboriginal
Cultural Centre space.

We wish them success with their
enterprises, hope that they will enjoy the
support of the community and look forward
to getting to know them all better.

Section 94 funding

We are pleased to announce that the Section
94 funding approval that we applied for at
the beginning of the year, has come through
from the Lismore City Council. There were
a few delays due to the incredible disruption
and workload put on Council staff after the
disaster event earlier this year.

Now we have the go-ahead to start
replacing the very last section of covered
walkway on the Community Centre site. This
has been a 10-15-year project slowly replacing
section by section as we got the funds.

CCTV cameras

After the break-in we experienced earlier
this year, where we lost over $10,000 worth
of garden and maintenance tools, the Centre
committee decided that we would seek
funding to install a comprehensive CCTV

system on the Community Centre grounds.
We applied to the Lismore Workers Club
for funding via the Clubgrants scheme and
were successful. Many thanks to the Lismore
Workers Club which supports many local
community organisations with their program.
We now have a comprehensive CCTV
system that covers most of our grounds.
We hope that this will protect not only the
Centre grounds and infrastructure but also
the staff, volunteers, tenants, community
members and visitors who use our shared
space.

Our wonderful volunteers

After a couple of hard years with Covid
lockdowns and then the flood event stopping
our last lot of volunteers from being able to
get here, the Centre grounds and gardens
have suffered without the massive help that
volunteers provide to the Community Centre.

Our volunteers pick up rubbish, weed
garden beds, brush cut, mow, clean up tonnes
of green waste and plant out the garden beds
under the supervision of our gardener.

Our part-time gardener Robyn Berry has
struggled to manage all the work needed
to maintain both sites for the Community
Centre with her few hours a week.

Fortunately, in the last couple of months
we have welcomed four new volunteers to the
Community Centre, and our gardens and
grounds are once again looking tidy and well
cared for.

I would like to thank and acknowledge our
volunteers; Moni Moore, Paxi Cheah, Chris
Duffy and Jane Treasure and our dedicated
gardener Robyn for the wonderful job they
all do for the Community Centre.

If you have a bit of time to spare, would
like to work with a great crew of people and
would like to contribute to your Community
Centre, you would be welcomed. We are
registered with Centrelink if you have some
volunteer obligations to fill.

Just contact me (Centre co-ordinator) on
66890-000 when I am in the office (Mon-
Wed) and I will make some time to register
you as a volunteer for the Community
Centre.

Workshops

¢ Sat 5th: Wild clay - Make your own
cooking pots, garden ollas or drinking
water pots, $30, bookings essential. Off-
site, carpool at 10.30am.

* Sat 12th and Sun 13th: Agroecology
course (Days 5&6)- Implementing a
syntropic food forest using principles of
permaculture, agroforestry and syntropic
farming. Planning and planting practical.
Dinner included using sub-fropical plants

featured in the design. Bring hat, boots,

. NIMBIN'S SUSTAINABLE LIVING HUB

-7 Sibley Street

November
What's Onl

$10 unless otherwise noted
Bookings: text 0475-135-764
or email: sibley@nnic.org.au

tools. $100 per day, bookings essential.
Off-site, carpool at 9am.

* Sat 19th: Make your own felt hat -
Presented by Courtney Creations. Full
day workshop with lunch, all materials
provided. $100, bookings essential.

* Sat 26th and Sun 27th: Weave & Mend
Gathering - Processing banana fibre.

* Community Tools Library: Every
Saturday, 10.30am - 2pm. Home repairs,
garden tools, food and craft equipment.
Basketballs & pumps available, $5 deposit.

Fresh lobster in store naw

www.nimbingoodtimes.com
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Political will needed
According to historians,
the Middle Ages lasted for
around 1000 years, and
natural disasters such as
floods occurred.

Life was harsh, with
a limited diet and little
comfort. Starvation, disease
and poverty was common.
Children had a 50% survival
rate beyond age one, and
began to contribute to family
life around age 12.

However, one society
for over 800 years was
distinctly different, the
Khmer Empire - today the
land of Cambodia, in that
its standard of living and
affluence were exceptional.

In 1296 AD, Chinese
traveller Zhou Daguan
visited Angkor, the capital of
Cambodia’s powerful Khmer
Empire, as a member of a
diplomatic mission sent by
Chinese Emperor Temur
Khan. Today, Zhou's written
record of his residency is a
surviving eyewitness account
of that extraordinary and
mysterious time and place.

Put simply, his descriptions
plus massive archaeological
findings, place the Khmer
empire as the greatest society
in the world at the time. The
Khmer consistently developed
and organised an Empire
where living standards out-
shone the rest of the planet.

One of their main
achievements, which gave the
population security against
natural disasters, such as
flooding, was primarily the

building of massive man-made
dams called Barays. These
secured nature, controlling
and managing water. This
allowed for the development
and expansion of society.

The Barays or giant man-
made lakes, captured and
controlled the flooding, which
poured down through the
country. Management of
water was used for domestic,
agricultural, tourist and
religious purposes.

The management permitted
water to be returned back
into the river system, and
yet enough was left for other
uses.

The largest of the Barays
were the East and West
Barays and both were almost
the same size. Both were
rectangular in shape and
measuring approximately 7.8
by 2.1 kilometres. The West
Baray is one of the largest
hand-cut water reservoirs on
Earth, currently possessing
a maximum capacity of 12
to 14 billion gallons of water

www.hollyenglish.com

Appeal to the Nimbin community for basic shelter
for local Aboriginal man

(53 million m?). Both are
considered the largest dams
of their type ever built. These
man-made lakes or Barays
controlled the flooding, of the
heavy monsoon rains. Both
had walls 13 m high.

The topography of
Cambodia is similar to where
the Wilson and Leycester
river systems meet, originally
a former swampland
area ideal for such dam
construction.

It is proof that the rapid
flooding that hits our area
can be controlled. The Barays
are still working, preventing
floods in Cambodia, some
800 years later.

If a development project
was begun to establish large
man-made lakes to the north
and west of Lismore, flooding
could be controlled; with
organised management, water
would be allowed to flow
back into the river.

‘The surplus water would
provide opportunity for
regeneration of our rainforest,
to develop eco tourism, to
create an Indigenous cultural
centre like Mossman Gorge,
allow for new real estate
opportunities that would

be built above flood height,
and space for regeneration of
forests to act as a carbon sink.

A great number of new
employment and business
opportunities would be
created, and the benefits
would be enormous not
just for our valley, but for
the nation. A society in the
Middle Ages could solve the
problem for over 800 years.
If only politicians could seize
the opportunity?

Put on top of this, the
overall costing of such
construction is minimal.
How? The sediment dug
out would be sold in a way
similar to the Penrith Lakes
development. The Penrith
Lakes was a project achieved
by private enterprise, without
any cost to the general public.

It is hoped the current
opportunity offered by
the NSW and Federal
Governments to support
flood victims is allocated as
soon as possible. This support
package though does not look
at the longer term of how
to alleviate and control the
natural disaster of flooding.

Mark Pestell
Nimbin

_ HOW DO YOU WAN

HAVE YOUR SAY

. 5

T OUR REGION TO GROW?

‘ g

SCAN THE QR CODE

Nimbin Aged Care

& Respite Services
(NACRS) in
partnership

with Nimbin
Community Centre
(NCC) need to

find a suitable home or
sheltered space for a local
Indigenous person until a
more permanent solution can
be found or developed.

This person is currently
sleeping rough at the Nimbin
Community Centre.

We are appealing to the
broader Nimbin community
to work with us to find a
quiet, private space within
easy walking distance of the
town centre — a small unit,

a cabin or a space for a basic
shelter with ongoing daily
support from NACRS.

This could be a covered area
such as a carport, or a space
where a compact moveable
shelter can be placed for
sleeping and storage of
clothes (eg. small caravan).

We are aiming for a
secluded, private spot as
close to the town centre as
possible, with no interaction

required between the
tenant and owners.
NACRS Support
workers assist
this person with
activities of daily
living — shopping,
food prep, laundry,
personal care, clothes storage,
bedding, activities, medical
appointments, etc — for three
hours each day.

This one-to-one support
will continue, and will
include assisting maintaining
their personal space and
rental agreement.

Initially this would be on
a trial basis, with agreed
rent paid automatically, and
closely monitored by a key
support worker at NACRS.

If you think you may have
(or know of) a suitable space
to offer and would like to
explore, with no obligation,
this opportunity to support a
vulnerable Aboriginal person,
and receive a small income
whilst creating a solution to
local homelessness, please
contact Rose Cubis: rose@
nacrs.com.au or phone 02

6689-1709.

Nelices

Annual General Meetings

+ Nimbin Community Centre Inc AGM: Thursday 10th
November, 5pm at Birth & Beyond.

+ Nimbin Independent Media (Nim-FM) AGM:
Thursday 17th November, 1pm at Nimbin Community
Centre with refreshments and pizza, all welcome.

+ Nimbin Aquarius Foundation Inc AGM: Friday 18th
November, 4pm at Nimbin Community Centre.

+ Northern Rivers Rail Ltd AGM: Saturday 19th
November, 2-5pm at Meeting Room, Mullumbimby Ex-
Services Club.

+ The Nimbin Chamber of Commerce will hold its AGM
at the Bush Theatre, Nimbin at 6pm on Monday 28th
November.

+ Nimbin Neighbourhood & Information Centre AGM:
Wednesday 30th November, 5.30pm at 71 Cullen Street.

All current NNIC members welcome.

Christmas BBQ
A Police/Community Christmas BBQ will be held in
Allsopp Park on Saturday 10th December at midday.

Free notices
Keep it short and of interest to our readers, get it to us by
deadline, and we'll run it here for free.

@ TAMARASMITH.ORG.AU

TAMARA SMITH MP

MEMBER FOR BALLINA

L. 02 6686 7522
= ballina@parliament.nsw.gov.au

¥ Shop 1, 7 Moon Street,
Ballina NSW 2478

TO TELL ME WHAT YOUR TOWN

MWEEDS TO BE FULLY RESILIENT

Aarthon

P
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Nature-based flood mltlgatlon

by Jeremy Stewart

An example of a functioning upper
catchment floodplain can be seen in
the Protestors Falls carpark area, in
Nightcap National Park.

‘The forest in this locale is
predominantly Bangalow Palms with
some Blue Quandong and Red Cedar
among the largest trees.

In the high rainfall event of 2022,
the creek running from the Protestors
Falls area would have been engorged
with high water, a high sediment and
rock load, and fallen timber, trees and
deadwood being carried in the flows.

The vegetation/wood from the
Protestors Falls area seems to have
been carried until there was a jam — it
was near the intersection with Terania
Creek where the waters meeting each
other would have created turbulence
and added to the slowing effects at this
point.

The jam created about a two-metre
weir in the main channel, slowing the
water above it down and letting the
stone and sediment more readily drop
out of the waters rather than being
washed downstream, adding to the
volume of floodwater.

The flooded creek also spread through
the surrounding palm forest, dropping a
layer of washed stone through it.

Tens of thousands of tons of material
was captured in a space of a few hectares
of forest.

It appears the plants are well adapted
to surviving in such conditions, their
roots systems even catching sediment.
Some have been submerged up to
1.8m in silt/rock. Each event just
creates a new ground zero for the next
generations of forest plants.

A new incision was created in the
forest floor at one point, creating a
window into geological history. It looks

like there is similar material to what has
been freshly deposited way down in the

soil horizon.

These events have occurred in the
distant past, and you could assume the
palm forest was there then.

When you look around the Northern
Rivers landscapes at the floodplain
shapes, even the mini ones along the
inside edges of river bends, remember
they were once likely vegetated like this
one.

Vegetation is a critical part of a
healthy natural river system and it has
been largely removed from our riparian
zones and floodplains by human
activity.

If still there, the vegetation would
slow the movement of water down the
catchment, increasing the length of
flooding but decreasing the height. The
removal of sediment also reduces the
volume of water as the sediment adds
volume to the floodwaters.

Interestingly, in a part of the forest
miles away, a new bank of deposited
material has self-seeded with palms.

There doesn't appear to be a single

Above: Log jam at Protestors Falls Creek
Below: Palms self-seeding

other species more adapted to this
opportunity on this occasion. This area
was only about 20m?.

Perhaps a floodplain formation in this

area much like Protestors may have
been in its eatliest stages.

Websters Creek Landcare

by Lilias Cotterel

In late September, a
successful community tree
planting day was held by
Websters Creek Landcare on
two sites along the creek.

The first site was at the
creek reserve located on
Stony Chute Road just
before the bridge, which
divides the Lismore and
Kyogle Council Shires.

The second site was
across two properties in the
headwaters of Websters at
Blue Knob. The Sunday was
a perfect Spring day and we
had a good turnout.

We planted 200 trees

augers, which made short
work of digging holes.

The site at the creek
reserve was planted with
dry rainforest and riparian

Knob was suited to sub-
tropical rainforest species.
Both sites had been
prepared for planting by
Landcare members prior
to the day, and the main
weeds tackled were lantana,
tobacco, giant devils fig,
crofton, small-leaf privet,
paspalum and cats claw.
Both sites will be
maintained by the Landcare
group and by the end of
November we will have
reached our target of 600
trees.

species, while the site at Blue

across both sites.

Websters Creek Catchment
Landcare received a grant
from the Foundation
for National Parks and
Wildlife as part of a Bushfire

s

* Rural roads & driveways

* Dam building & clean outs
* Wastewater systems

* House & shed cuts

Recovery Restoration
Program, and this provided
the group with 600 free trees
courtesy of the Friends of the
Koala (FoK) in Lismore.
Many thanks to Mark

DIGWISE

EARTHWDRKS

* Underground services
* Horse arenas

* Turf prep

* Trenching and drainage

Wilson at FoK, for providing
us with good stock and a
wide range of species.

We would also like to
thank Leon and Travis who
kindly provided motorised

* Stump grinding

* 3 x Excavators

* Posi tracks (bobcats)
* 2 x graders

Websters Creek Landcare
meets most Sundays
(weather dependent), and if
you wish to join or just come
along for a day, phone Lil on
0400-766-910.

0403-721-876

brett@digwise.com.au

www.digwise.com.au

*Rollers

» Water truck

* Tippers

* Float and more
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TREE SHAPE

QUALIFIED & EXPERIENCED ARBORIST [ HORTICULTURIST
~PRUNING ¢~ REMOVAL OF TREES ¢~ PALMS
~WOODCHIPPING ~4WD TIP TRUCK ~BOBCAT
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FREE QUOTES. REASONAELE RATES. FULLY INSURED.

66 886 297/0428 026 307
treeshapel@gmail.com

BARCOO PLUMBING

PLUMBING « DRAINAGE * GASFITTING

IAN HARDIE

24/T SERVICES
LIC NO. 320695C

0427 445 555

GENERAL PLUMBING & MAINTENANCE -
RAINWATER TANKS & PUMPS
GAS INSTALLATIONS & REPAIRS

HOT WATER SERVICES

BATHROOM & KITCHEN RENOVATIONS -
ROOFING & GUTTERING -+
ONSITE SEWERAGE SYSTEM DESIGN -

NIMBIN LAW
Solicitors, Barristers &
Conveyancers
Highly competitive rates

Extensive experience in
many areas, including:

BLOCKED DRAINS

barcooplumbing@bigpond.com | barcooplumbingservices.com | B @

B
50C Cullen St.
Nimbin 2480

(at rear)

Ph: 02 6689-1003

* Conveyancing, Property & Family Law
» Wills, Estates, Probate

Web: www.nimbinlaw.com.au

Email: nimlaw(@spains.com.au

c__ket e trencher

¢ 5 tonne spreader

o auger

* excavator
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¢ 8 tonne tipper

TREE SERVICES

» Professional

» Tree Removals
» Tree Surgery
« Wood Chipping
* Muich Sales
* Free Quotes
* Fully Insured

0492 910 060

nimbinvalleytreeservices.com.au
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